
Noon Bible Study: Nehemiah 3&4
Nehemiah has arrived in Jerusalem and assessed the condition of the city, the wall and the hearts of the people.  He is now 
prepared to begin the work of rebuilding the city wall.  He will face some external threats but Nehemiah is proving to be 
just the leader both the people and the LORD needs for this time.  The people will begin to rebuild the wall but will have to 
choose how to respond when the enemies try and stop the work.  Nehemiah has already charged the nation:

"Let us arise and build...The God of heaven will give us success; therefore we His servants will arise and build…
(Nehemiah 2:18,20)”

And now the work begins.

Nehemiah 3:1-32 - The Work Begins
This is a grand project that involves not only 
common Jews in the city but also the religious 
leaders (Priests & Levites) as well as some Jews 
who were not from Jerusalem specifically.  This 
chapter details the repairs to the wall as well 
as work on the various gates in the wall and 
other structures (towers, doors & corners).

ESV Study Bible: “The building work is described, 
& the workers are named, section by section. The 
point of this account is to show that the people 
as a whole responded to Nehemiah’s challenge & 
believed that God would give them success. The 
description of the work demonstrates the 
concerted effort of the people.”

v. 5 - Tekoites - A group of people from Tekoa, an 
area south of Jerusalem joined in to help rebuild 
the wall.  However, it seems from this note in 
verse 5 that while there were some men who were 
supportive of the project, their leadership at home 
was not supportive.

v. 10, 23-25, 28-29 - in front of and beside their house - This verse gives us a possible hint to how some of the work was 
distributed amongst the workers.  These men were assigned to fix the portion of the wall that was closest to their own 
home. 
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Nehemiah 4:1-3 - Enemies Mock

We met Sanballat and Tobiah in chapter 2 and now they reappear as adversarial voices against the wall rebuild 
project.  They mock the work and strength of the Jews.  Sanballat was likely the governor of Samaria, the nation 
north of Judea, now inhabitant by non-Jewish, non-God fearing people.  It seems that they are possibly threatened 
by the re-emergence of the Jews and are not happy that their capital city is being reinforced.  They are also angry 
(v. 1).  These emotions and words are brought to the attention of Nehemiah if he didn’t perhaps hear them himself.

Nehemiah 4:4-6 - Nehemiah’s Prayer, The Work Continues

Nehemiah prays about the words of Sanballat and Tobiah.  He puts them in God’s hands but doesn’t pray a “God 
forgive them for the know not what they do” kind of prayer.  In fact it’s pretty much the opposite of that!  “God 
don’t forgive them, cause they know exactly what they are doing!”

Nehemiah wants to keep working and knows what the goal of these enemies really is.  Nehemiah likely so passionate 
about this prayer because he is watchful of the morale of his workers.  He wants to shield them from unnecessary 
negative influences and guard their hearts.  This is another good leadership characteristic of Nehemiah. 

Morale: the mental and emotional condition (as of enthusiasm, confidence, or loyalty) of an individual or 
group with regard to the function or tasks at hand (Merriam Webster Dictionary via m-w.com)

Morale is a big theme of this section.  It’s also not something for us to overlook in our own lives.  Our adversary would 
love to demoralize the church of God.  For example, God want us to live holy, speak the gospel, be devoted to prayer, lead 
and love our families, serve Him and others, etc.  But if we approach these callings not sure that we can accomplish any of 
these things, it will be unlikely we will!  If we feel defeated or afraid, it will be hard for us to follow through in faith.  

However, if our morale is high, if we’re enthusiastic, confident or inspired - watch out world!  Our morale is not based on 
our circumstances, our abilities or even our track record - our morale is based on God’s presence, his faithfulness and his 
power at work in us.  It is very important then to assess our morale (and the morale of our families and fellowships) from 
time to time.  Does someone need encouragement?  Do we need to spend some time in the LORD’s presence?  Do we need to 
remember/believe what God says about us rather than what our enemy is saying?  Perhaps there are some influences in our 
lives that need to be changed so that what is being poured into our hearts and minds is of faith and not fear.

Don’t overlook the importance of having high and inspired morale and take a “morale check” from time to time.

Meanwhile, the work continues and the entire wall is reconnected and the structure is at half its full height.  Clearly, 
putting your enemies in God’s hands allows you to keep doing what he wants you to do.

Nehemiah 4:7-9 - The Enemies Conspire

When the united force of adversaries heard that the work on the wall continued, and was progressing so well, they 
were “very angry” (v. 7).  They decided to unite together and fight against Jerusalem and cause a “disturbance” in 
it (NLT: “throw us into confusion”).  They are on the brink of war, yet none of this is provoked by the Jews!  
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This is such a great window into the spiritual battle: our spiritual enemies are very angry, conspiring together and want 
to come together and fight against us and cause a disturbance or bring confusion in our lives - and the only thing that 
provokes these things is the fact that the people of God are devoted to do His work!  Their aim and goal is to get us to stop 
the work God has called us to do!

Confusion is one of the signs of spiritual battle and attack. The goal of Nehemiah's enemies was "disturbance" (NASB), 
"confusion" (ESV). (Nehemiah 4:8).  Remember the LORD is not a God of confusion (1 Cor 14:33).

Nehemiah “prayed to God” and set up a guard against the enemies (v.9).  Good leadership yet again.  Good advice for 
us too.  The verses that follow with give us the detail of these actions.

Nehemiah 4:10-14 - The People & The Plan

Indeed the morale of the workers was affected by the looming threat of the enemy - now not just a verbal threat, 
but a literal and military one.  Some Jews who lived on the border of Judea and Samaria brought a report of their 
plan to the leaders in Jerusalem.  Nehemiah responds by praying (we saw this in v. 9) and by setting up watchman 
and guard stations along all of the exposed places in the wall.  Notice that he takes initiative - another key 
quality of a good leader.

However, even after setting this plan in place, Nehemiah recognized the morale of the people was low.  And the 
remedy for low morale is encouragement.

Nehemiah 4:14 (NLT) - Then as I looked over the situation, I called together the nobles and the rest of the 
people and said to them, "Don't be afraid of the enemy! Remember the Lord, who is great and glorious, and 
fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes!"

Nehemiah 4:15-20 - The “New Normal”

The enemies heard that the Jews knew of their plan and were prepared to resist them.  As a result the enemies seem 
to put their attack on hold.  However, while the work on the wall will continue - the workers will also be warriors 
- not just carrying shovels but also holding swords.  They will keep working but also be watching for a potential 
attack.  A trumpet blast will signal a warning to prepare to fight.  But, the people are reminded that it is the 
LORD who is really watching.

Nehemiah 4:20 (NLT) - When you hear the blast of the trumpet, rush to wherever it is sounding. Then our God 
will fight for us!" 

The words of the Psalmist surely would be relevant to this group:

Psalm 127:1 - Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the 
city, The watchman keeps awake in vain.
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Nehemiah 4:21-23 - The Work Resumes

Now armed with spears, the work continues.  Though the imminent threat may be over, the people will stay on guard 
because they know the ultimate threat is not.  They set up a rotating schedule to ensure that the city is under 24 
hour guard (the men will even take their weapon with them to the bathroom, just in case).   Nehemiah arms not just 
the hand of the people with weapons, but arms them mentally to be ready and on the alert. 

Falling asleep or taking a day off would have been the perfect opportunity for the enemy to sneak in and attack. 
 True for the Jews of Nehemiah 4 and true for you and I in this current day.

Let us too be on the alert.  Let us continue working heartily unto the LORD in our day.  Let us not be demoralized but 
vigilant and inspired to continue on living for the glory of God.  We too have work to be done.  And while we have 
opposition longing to disrupt our lives, we must hear Nehemiah’s charge for us today:

“Don't be afraid of the enemy! Remember the Lord, who is great and glorious, and fight for your brothers, your sons, 
your daughters, your wives, and your homes!" (Nehemiah 4:14, NLT)

Amen.
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