NOON BIBLE STUDY: NEREMIAR 3&¢

L AND THE HERRTS OF THE PEOPLE. HE 1S NOW
AL THREATS BUT NEREMIAK IS PROVING T B
BEGIN TO REBUILD THE WALL BUT WILL HAV

EADY CHARGED THE NATION:

EMIAK HAS ARRIVED IN JERUSALEM AND ASSESSED THE CONDITION OF THE CITY, THE WA
PARED TO BEGIN THE WORK OF REBUILDING THE CITY WALL HE WILL FACE SOME EXTER
T THE LEADER BOTH THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD NEEDS FOR THIS TIME.  THE PEOPLE WILL
OSE HOW TO RESPOND WHEN THE ENEMIES TRY AND STOP THE WORK. NEHE M!F\H HAS RLRE
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"LETUS ARISE AND BUILD THE GOD OF HEAVEN WILL GIVE US SUCCESS: THEREFORE WE IS SERVANTS WILL ARISE AND BUILD. ..
(NEHEMIAK 7-1¢,20)"
AND NOW THE WORK BEGINS

NEHEMIRH 3:1-32 - THE WORK BEGINS

. THIS 15 A GRAND PROJECT THAT INVOLVES NOT ONLY
Areainhabited before i Hundred? Gargh .o ot uargy LOMHON JEWS N THE CITY BUT LSO THE RELIGIDUS
b

TH

the exile; ™. el

Area inhabited afterthe Hananel?, / Corner Tower LEADERS (PRIESTS & LEVITES) AS WELL AS SOME JEWS

L Muster Gatez  WHD WERE NOT FRON JERUSALEM SPECIFICALLY. THIS
CHAPTER DETAILS THE REPAIRS TO THE WALL AS WELL

Flsh ———»{y
------------ Ruined walls Gate? ¢

Temple —%

D Gate of ?/ﬁ l'. Horse Gate? AS WORK ON THE VARIOUS GATES IN THE WALL AND
g SR S S {5@2“5;‘?@ ¢ - OTHER STRUCTURES (TOWERS, DODRS & CORNERS)
R EEE I TEN LR 5
ST Gate of \ / all o
: Eptrain?, L ope & fcophet ISV STIDY BIBLE: “THE BUILDING ORY. 15 DESCRIBED.
Toweroffhwvens?ﬂn - & THE WORKERS ARE NAMD SECTION BY SECTION. THE
V"”fyci'f, . Porm OF THIS ACCONT 15 70 SHOW THAT THEPEOPLE
§¢ 188 S A WHOLE RESPONDED TO NEREHIAR'S CHALLENG
e AN BELIEVED THAT GOD WOULD GIVE THEM SUCCESS. THE
S iy S DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK DEMONSTRATES THE
"R N CONCERTED EFFORT OF THE PEOLE "
Lower pool \ 4
(Pool of Siloam) L 4
oo Kings e s/ Fountain Gate V.5 - TEROITES - A GROLP OF PEOPLE FROM TEROR,
T ) ARER SOUTH OF JERLS LMJOIND!NTOH [P REBUILD
Dung Gate
- THE WAL HOWEVER, 1T SEEMS FROM THIS NOTE IN
HI
; G o VERSES THAT WHILE THERE WERE SOME MEN wHo WERE
| ) . o SUPPORTIVE OF THE PROJECT, THEIR LEADERSHIP AT HoME
0 500 m WAS NOT SUPPORTIVE

V.10, 13-, 78-79 - IN FRONT OF AND BESIDE THEIR HOUSE - THIS VERSE GIVES IS A POSSIBLE HINT TO HOW SOME OF THE WORK WAS
DISTRIBUTED AMONGST THE WORKERS  THESE MEN WERE ASSIGNED TO FIX THE PORTION OF THE WALL THAT WAS CLOSEST TO THEIR OWN
HOME
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NEREMIAK 4:1-3 - ENEMIES MOCK

WE MET SANBALLAT AND TOBIAK INCHAPTER 7 AND NOW THEY REAPPEAR AS ADVERSARIAL VOICES AGAINST THE WALL REBUIL
PROJECT H EY MOCK THE WORK AND STRENGTH OF THE JEWS S!\NBMH\T WAS LIKELY THE GOVERNOR OF SAMARIA, THE NRHON
NORTH OF 0 DEA. NOW INHABITANT BY NON-JEWISH NON-GOD FEARING PEOPLE [T SEEMS THAT THEY ARE POSSIBLY THREAT

bY THE RE ERGENCE OF THE JEWS AND ARE NOT HAPPY THAT THEIR CAPITAL CITY IS BEING REINFORCED.  THEY ARE ALSO RNGR
(1), THESE EMOTIONS RND WORDS ARE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF NEHEMIRH IF HE DIDN'T PERHAPS HEAR THEM RIMSELF

NEHEMIAR §:4-6 - NENEMIAR'S PRAYER, THE WORK CONTINVES

NEREMIAR PRAYS ABOUT THE WORDS OF SANBALLAT AND TOBIAR.  HE PUTS THEM IN 60D'S HANDS BUT DOESN'T PRAY A "60D
FORGIVE THEM FOR THE KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO KIND OF PRAYER  IN FACT IT°S PRETTY MUCK THE OPPOSITE OF THATY "G0D
DON'T FORGIVE THEM, CAUSE THEY KNOW EXACTLY WHAT THEY ARE DOINGY

NEHEMIAK WANTS TO KEEP WORKING AND XNOWS WHAT THE GOAL OF THESE ENEMIES REALLY 1S, NEHEMIRH LIKELY SO PASSIONATE
ABOUT THIS PRAYER BECAUSE HE IS WATCHFUL OF THE MORALE OF K15 WORKERS. HE WANTS TO SHIELD THEM FROM UNNECESSARY
NEGATIVE INFLUENCES AND GUARD THEIR HEARTS. THIS IS ANOTHER GOOD LEADERSHIP CHARACTERISTIC OF NEHEMIAA.

MORALE THE MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL CONDITION (RS OF ENTHUSIASM, CONFIDENCE, OR LOYALTY) OF AN INDIVIDUAL OB
GROUP WITH REGARD TO THE FUNCTION O TRSKS AT HAND (MERRIAM WEBSTER DICTIONARY VIR M- COM)

ORRLE 1S A BIG THEME OF THIS SECTION. TS ALSO NOT SOMETHING FOR US TO OVERLOOK IN OUR OWN LIVES. OUR ADVERSARY WOULD
OVE TO DEMORALIZE THE CHURCH OF GOD. FOR EXAMPLE, GOD WF\NT US 7O LIVE HOLY, SPERK THE GOSPEL, BE DEVOTED TO PRAVER. LEAD
ND LOVE OUR FHMHH&S SERVE HIM AND OTHERS, ETC BUT APPROACH THESE CALLINGS NOT SURE THAT WE CAN ACCOMPLISH ANY OF

THESE THINGS, 1T WILL BE UNLIKELY WE WILLY IF WE FEEL DHH\TED OR AFRAID, [T WILL BE HARD FOR US TO FOLLOW THROUGH IN FAITH

i
0
i

HOWEVER, IF OUR MORALE 1S HIGH, IF WE'RE ENTHUSIASTIC, CONFIDENT OR INSPIRED - WATCH OUT WORLDY OUR MORALE IS NOT BASED ON
OUR CIRCUMSTANCES, OUR ABILITIES Ok EVEN OUR TRACK RECORD - OUR MORALE IS BASED ON GODS PRESENCE, IS FAITHFULNESS AND fIS
OWER AT WORK INUS. [T IS VERY IMPORTANT THEN TO ASSESS OUR MORRLE (AND THE MORALE OF QUR FAMILIES AND FELLOWSHIPS) FROM
TIME TO TIME. DOES SOMEONE NEED ENCOURRGEMENT? DO WE NEED TO SPEND SOME TIME IN THE L RD'S PRESENCE? DO WE NEED T0
REMEMBER/BELIEVE WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT US RATHER THAN WHAT OUR ENEMY IS SAYING? PERRAPS THERE ARE SOME INFLUENCES IN OUR
LIVES THAT NEED TO BE CHANGED SO THAT WHAT IS BEING POURED INTO OUR HEARTS AND MINDS 1S O FERITH AND NOT FERR

DON'T OVERLOOK THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING HIGH AND INSPIRED MORALE AND TAXE A "MORALE CHECK™ FROM TIME TO TIME

MEANWAILE, THE WORK CONTINUES AND THE ENTIRE WALL 1S RECONNECTED AND THE STRUCTURE IS AT HALF ITS FULL HEIGHT ~ CLEARLY,
PUTTING YOUR ENEMIES IN GOD'S HANDS ALLONS YOU TO KEEP DOING WHAT HE WANTS YOU T0 DO,

NEHEMIRH 4:7-9 - THE ENEMIES CONSPIRE
WHEN THE UNITED FORCE OF ADVERSARIES HEARD THAT THE WORK ON THE WALL CONTINUED, AND WAS PROGRESSING SO WELL, THEY

N
WERE "V RY ANGRY™ (V- 7). THEY DECIDED TO UNITE TOGETHER AND FIGHT AGAINST JERUSALEM AND CAUSE A "DISTURBANCE™ IN
IT(NLT= "THROW US INTO CONFUSION™). THEY ARE ON THE BRINK OF WAR, YET NONE OF THIS IS PROVOKED BY THE JEWS!
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THIS IS SUCH A GREAT WINDOW INTO THE SPIRITUAL BATTLE: OUR SPIRITURL ENEMIES ARE VERY ANGRY, CONSPIRING TOGETHER AND WANT
T0 COME TOGETHER AND FIGHT AGAINST IS AND CAUSE A DISTURBANCE OR BRING CONFUSION IN OUR LIVES - AND THE ONLY THING THAT
PROVOKES THESE THINGS 1S THE FACT THAT THE PEOPLE OF GOD ARE DEVOTED TO DO IS WORKY THEIR AIM AND GOAL 15 TO GET US T0 STOP
THE WORK 60D HAS CALLED US T0 DO!

CONFUSION IS ONE OF THE SIGNS OF SPIRITURL BATTLE AND ATTACK THE GORL OF NEHEMIAK'S ENENIES WAS “DISTURBANCE™ (NASE).,
"CONFUSION™ (ESY) (NEHEMIAK 4-€)  REMEMBER THE LORD 15 NOT A 60D OF CONFUSION (1 COR 14-33)

NEREMIAH “PRAYED TO 6OD™ AND SET P A GUARD AGAINST THE ENEMIES (V.9) 600D LEADERSHIP YET AGAIN. 600D ADVICE FOR
US 700, THE VERSES THAT FOLLOW WITH GIVE IS THE DETAIL OF THESE ACTIONS

NEHEMIAR 4:10-14 - THE PEOPLE & THE PLAN

INDEED THE MORALE OF THE WORKERS WAS AFFECTED BY THE LOOMING THREAT OF THE ENEMY - NOW NOT JUST A VERBAL THREAT,
BUT A LITERAL AND MILITARY ONE. SOME JEWS WHO LIVED ON THE GORDER OF JUDER AND SAMARIA BROVGHT A REPORT OF THER
PLAN TO THE LEADERS IN JERUSALEM. NEREMIAH RESPONDS BY PRAYING (WE SAW THIS IN'V. 9) AND BY SETTING P WATCHMAN
AND GUARD STATIONS ALONG ALL OF THE EXPOSED PLACES IN THE WAL NOTICE THAT HE TAXES INITIATIVE - ANOTHER KEY
QUALITY OF A G0OD LERDER

HOWEVER, EVEN AFTER SETTING THIS PLAN INPLACE, NEHEMIAH RECOGNIZED THE MORALE OF THE PEOPLE WAS LOW.  AND THE
REMEDY FOR LOW MORME 1S ENCOURRGEMENT.

NEHEMIAH 4:14 (NLT) - THEN AS I LOOKED OVER THE SITURTION, [ CALLED TOGETHER THE NOBLES AND THE REST OF THE
PEOPLE AND SAID TO THEM, "DON'T BE AFRAID OF THE ENEMY! REMEMBER THE LORD, WHO IS GREAT AND GLORIOUS, AND
FIGHT FOR YOUR BRO HERS YOUR SONS, YOUR DAUGHTERS, YOUR WIVES, AND YOUR HOMESI”

NEHEMIAH §:15-20 - THE "NEW NORMAL"

THE ENEMIES HEARD THAT THE JEWS KNEW OF THEIR PLAN AND WERE PREPARED TO RESIST THEM  AS A RESULT THE ENEMIES SEEM
T0 PUT THER ATTACK ON HOLD- HOWEVER, WHILE THE WORK ON THE WALL WILL CONTINUE - THE WORKERS WILL ALSO BE WARRIORS
- NOT JUST CARRYING SHOVELS BUT ALSO HOLDING SWORDS. THEY WILL KEEP WORKING BUT ALSO BE WATCHING FOR A POTENTIRL
ATTACK. A TRUMPET BLAST WILL SIGNAL A WARNING TO PREPARE TO FIGHT. BUT  THE PEOPLE ARE REMINDED THAT 1T IS THE
LORD WHO 1S RERLLY WATCHING.

NEHEMIAR 4:20 (NLT) - WHEN YOU HEAR THE BLAST OF THE TRUMPET RUSH TO WHEREVER 1T IS SOUNDING. THEN OUR 60D
WILL FIGHT FOR USI"

THE WORDS OF THE PSALMIST SURELY WOULD B RELEVANT TO THIS GROUP:

PSRLM 127:1 - UNLESS THE LORD B D THE HOUSE, THEY LABOR IN VAIN WHO BUILD IT: UNLESS THE LORD GUARDS THE
CITY, THE WATCHMAN KEEPS AWAKE IN VAIN
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NEREMIAK 4:71-3 - THE WORK RESUMES

NOW ARMED WITH SPERRS, THE WORK CONTINVES. THOUGH THE [MMINENT THREAT MAY BE OVER, THE PEOPLE WILL STAY ON GUARD
BECAUSE THEY KNOW THE ULTIMATE THREAT S NOT THEY SET UP A ROTATING SCHEDULE TO ENSURE THAT THE CITY IS UNDER 74
HOUR GUARD (THE MEN WILL EVEN TAKE THEIR WEAPON WITH THEM TO THE BATHROOM, JUST IN CASE).  NEHEMIAK ARMS NOT JUST
THE HAND OF THE PEOPLE WITH WERPONS, BUT ARMS THEM MENTALLY TO BE READY AND ON THE ALERT

FALLING ASLEEP OR TAKING A DAY OFF WOULD fAVE BEEN THE PERFECT OPPORTUNITY FOR THE ENEMY TO SNEAK IN AND ATTACK
TRUE FOR THE JEWS OF NEHEMIAA 4 RND TRUE FOR YOU AND [ IN THIS CURRENT DAY,

LET IS T00 B ON THE ALERT  LET US CONTINUE WORKING HEARTILY UNTO THE LORD IN OUR DAY. LET US NOT BE DEMORALIZED BUT
VIGILANT AND INSPIRED TO CONTINUE ON LIVING FOR THE GLORY OF GOD- WE TOO HAVE WORK TO BE DONE AND WHILE WE HAVE
OPPOSITION LONGING TO DISRUPT OUR LIVES, WE MUST HEAR NEREMIAK'S CHARGE FOR US TODAY:

DONT BE AFRAID OF THE ENEMY! REMEMBER H L ORD, WHO 1S GREAT AND GLORIOUS, AND FIGHT FOR YOUR BROTHERS, YOUR SONS,
OUR DAUGHTERS, YOUR WIVES, AND YOUR HOMES!™ (NEHEMIAK 4:18, NLT)

AMEN.
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